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But, to my mind, the greatest of all these wonders is the way
in which you Europeans in India, surrounded by hundreds of
thousands of Asiatics, live without any combination for mutual
protection or defence. Were the country in the hands of our
Government, every single one of you would be armed, drilled,
and \vould have his place assigned to him for the day of
trouble." And this is the lesson I preached in season and out
of season, to try and get all precautions thought out and' all
organisations complete during the piping times of peace, so
that trouble might find us cool and prepared. I wished every
one to be practised in his work, and shown his place in the
boats, so to speak, just as a careful commander on board ship
practises his crew with the lifeboats when the sea is calm and
there is time available to instruct and arrange. And in regard
to my pleasures, difficulties, and anxieties in these respects
the following pages will now treat.

The remarks regarding examinations will have explained
my efforts at qualification in that direction. For the practical
part I was attached to a regiment, the ist Cheshires* with
which distinguished regiment I served for three months at
Allahabad, being carefully taught every part of my regi-
mental duty. Whilst I was attached to the regiment I
had a sad experience of the realities of Indian life. My
headquarters were then at Allahabad, so that I could carry
on my civil work whilst giving up my mornings to drill and
my military duties. I generally dined at mess, though I
had the house, called the General's house, that had been
tenanted by me during the famine times, and which was
close up to the barracks of the European infantry. I had
had to go off to an out-station on some civil duty, and one
morning received a telegram to say that cholera had broken
out in the station. It was the rains, when it is difficult to
shake off the disease. I at once returned to Allahabad,
where my wife was, and found that, the evening before,
thirteen men and an officer, the Assistant-Surgeon, had died
of cholera in the barrack next to our house. The regiment
was going out into camp at once, on some high ground